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Dear All 

 

It’s starting to feel like summer at long last!  I hope I’m not speaking too soon but the fields are definitely 

starting to dry up. 

 

Have you taken a look at our website yet www.rbba.org.uk?  There are now all kinds of information on 

there, its getting better every week.  Keep checking in to keep up-to-date with what activities are going on. 

 

The last meeting was quite well attended.  We had a general chat about bridleways and finished with a 

short quiz.  The winner was Jane Ashworth after a tie-break question. 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<NEWSFLASH>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

NOSEBAG ARE GIVING AN EXCLUSIVE 10% DISCOUNT TO BRIDLEWAYS MEMBERS ON 

PRODUCTION OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD 

 

***OFFER APPLIES TO ALL GOODS EXCEPT ANIMAL FEEDS & BEDDING*** 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<NEWSFLASH>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Your membership card can be collected at the next meeting or it will be posted to you shortly 

Make the most of your membership now! 

Tell your friends to join too – pick up a form in Nosebag. 

 

Bridleway News 

 

- We have received a pack from the Council which contains all the objections to the upgrade of the path 

behind Lea Holme Farm.  There will be a public enquiry with the Secretary of State’s office but it 

could take months for that to happen.  We will let you know as soon as we hear when it is going to be 

as it is extremely important that we have plenty of support at the enquiry. 

 

- The council has completed their tests on the SMA surface on School Lane and Ashworth Road and has 

forwarded their findings to us which is like reading a foreign language; however, Gill Morrell has been 

in contact with the BHS to get assistance in understanding the results.  They have replied and Gill is 

following up with the Council.  More information is available on the website if anyone is interested. 

 

- Evidence forms and supporting documentation has now been sent in to the Council to start the ball 

rolling on the Heap Road upgrade.  We will update you on when this is to be discussed at a township 

meeting. 
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- Various groups have been assigned the job of taking on various upgrades around the area; we will keep 

you posted of any progress made. 

 

- The steps at the stream near Paperhouse Bridge will be re-surfaced very shortly so be aware that if you 

go down and it is being worked on you won’t be able to get across.  They are being dug out, the drains 

are being fixed, re-filled and topped with hardcore (or something).  We are also having an extra step 

put in at the bottom to make it less steep as the ground is wearing away very badly and it is now quite 

a drop.  This work is costing us £300. 

 

- Harwood Fields in Birtle has recently been re-surfaced and is now a pleasure to ride rather than 

wading through deep mud! 

 

- Bradshaw Hill one of the routes leading to the motorway bridges again in the Birtle area has also had a 

nice surface put down. 

 

Future Meetings/Events 
 

- Monday, 19
th
 May 2008 (early due to Bank Holiday) – 8.30 pm at The Horse & Farrier, Edenfield 

Road, Norden and not the Grapes as originally stated. 

 

We have a guest speaker Gill Anderton who is a physiotherapist and she will talk about back 

problems in horses. 

 

- Sunday, 25
th
 May 2008 

 

Sponsored ride in aid on the Lancashire Air Ambulance.  Meet at Owd Betts to set off at 10.00 am 

prompt (to get the road bit over before it gets too busy).  The route being taken is along the Edenfield 

Road to Croston Close Road, then down through Buckhurst and along The Drains, continuing past 

Walmersley Golf Club and down to the Church Inn for a drink, over the quarry and back down Nabs 

Wife to Splash Lane.  Gwen and Joan rode it last week and it took 3.5 hours but it was very hot and 

they ambled along.  Hi-Viz clothing MUST be worn (preferably your Bridleways Vest).  A 

sponsorship form is attached, please sign the disclaimer.  If you can’t do the ride for any reason any 

donations will be gratefully received.  Also, anyone who is able to marshall (particularly on the road 

section and possibly at the Church Inn) would be very welcome. 

 

- Monday, 27
th
 June 2008 

 

8.30 pm at the Horse & Farrier – or we will possible do a path clearance instead if the weather is fine. 

 

- Monday, 28
th
 July 2008 

 

8.30 pm at the Horse & Farrier – more details nearer the time. 

 

When we have some more speakers/events booked we will post details on the website so keep a lookout.  

Some suggestions have been a Summer BBQ (usually held mid-August), Halloween Party, Christmas do, 

Christmas fancy dress ride.  Unfortunately we have had no interest in the trip to the beach, the trip to the 

Yorkshire Show (although I’ve no doubt some of us will be going!) or the BHS Road Safety Test, so these 

won’t be taking place this year. 
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Code of Conduct 

 

It is the Bridleways Group priority to ensure a safe and enjoyable environment for us to ride our 

horses. To ensure support for our aims from the general public it is really important that we 

portray ourselves as responsible and trustworthy. We must lead by example and be very careful 

not to antagonise other users of our bridleways and tracks, unfortunately in all areas of life we 

will come across the few which spoil things for the many. 

 

I am sure most of the list below is common sense but please take time to review the pointers as a 

reminder.  

 

1. Please be courteous to all other users ensuring that you thank anyone who takes action. (If we 

make the effort to thank or smile at someone they are more likely to slow down next time 

they meet a horse and rider.)  Acknowledgement of their presence with a simple nod or smile 

is often appreciated. 

 

2. Avoid riding routes which are prone to damage when wet. If you have to ride them please 

pick the driest and hardest part of the path which will avoid surface damage. 

 

3. Slow to a walk or stop when you meet other users to be considerate to other users. 

 

4. Wear high visibility clothing, eg. The RBBA member’s vest. 

 

5. Avoid riding on grass verges especially when ground is wet. 

   

6. Travel at a safe speed taking regards of conditions and visibility. 

 

7. Leave gates and property as you find them. 

  

8. Follow the highway and countryside codes at all times. 

 

9. Avoid talking on mobile phones whilst riding as you cannot be in control of your horse at the 

same time.  

 

We all want to enjoy our pastime but it is always upsetting if we have to deal with hostility and 

ignorance. If we follow the simple pointers above, we not only improve the local community’s 

image of riders in general but also RBBA as a responsible group in our local area.  You never 

know we may start to change negative perceptions. 

 

Just for Fun 
 
Q. How do you induce labour in a mare? 
A. Take a nap. 

 

Q. How do you make sure that a mare has that beautiful, perfectly marked foal you always 

 wanted? 
A. Sell her before she foals. 
 

Q. How do you induce a cold snap in the weather? 

A.   Clip your horse. 

 

Q. How do you make a small fortune in the horse business? 

A.   Start with a fortune. 
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ROCHDALE, BURY BRIDLEWAYS ASSOCIATION 

    
 

SPONSORED RIDE – IN AID OF LANCASHIRE AIR AMBULANCE 

 

ON SUNDAY, 25
TH

 MAY 2008 

 

 

____________________________(Name) will be taking part in a sponsored ride on Sunday, 25th May 2008 in 
aid of the Lancashire Air Ambulance.  Your support would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Name Address Donation 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

TOTAL   

 
 
 
This is to confirm that I am taking part in this ride entirely at my own risk and that I possess third 
party liability insurance. 
 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date______________________ 


